GEORGE THE THIRD
Walpole. As an instrument of sound government this was
to become ideally suited to British needs; to George III there
was not given the gift of prevision; and die fact that he
mistrusted a system which sought to exclude the sovereign
from active participation in the business of government in his
own realm must not be laid too strenuously to his charge. The
creators of the system of Cabinet government were almost cer-
tainly as ignorant of its immense political potentialities as George
himself. With them it was nothing more than a useful weapon
for preventing a foreign prince from sublimating British to
Hanoverian interests and dabbling in the politics of a country
whose people he did not understand.
Imbued with a high sense of duty and high ethical standards
George HI on coming to the throne could not have viewed his
royal inheritance with enthusiasm. In the high places of Govern-
ment were men whose profligate manner of life was offensive
to the young King—noblemen whose interests were in the Ring
or on the Turf, in the tap-room or the brothel. Their indifference
to the claims of business, in George's eyes, was unforgivable.
He himself lived an ordered life, rising early in the morning
and working late into the night; and not unnaturally he expected
his Ministers to do as he did. Their behaviour only served to
emphasize their unfitness for the posts which they occupied. The
striking down of political opponents left them unchallenged in
the councils of the nation. Their bribery and corruption, done
mainly with government funds, denied them the privilege of
claiming to represent the people. The unhealthy stimulation of
mob passions, used regularly to influence Ministers of the Crown
and Members of Parliament, was a travesty of government.
Righdy or wrongly George came to regard the domination
of the Whigs as a canker in the body politic which must be
ruthlessly cut away. His lack of imagination robbed him of
what idealism he possessed when he ascended the throne. The
attempt to dispense with bribery and corruption in the first few
months of his reign was a dismal failure; and in the struggle to
end ' Mr Pitt's German War' he was compelled to play the
Whigs at their own game. He played so well, and won so
handsomely, that the Whigs could never forgive him for his
victories. George both in his private and public life believed
that grievous maladies called for drastic remedies; and he was
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